you can't be too careful	193
her. There would be reasonless quarrels arising out of nothing
at all, and she made them more often than he did. They had
few visitors. Pip came in once or twice and Millie Chaser was
a steadfast friend. One or two old school-fellows came to
tea by invitation. In London there is no calling. Only the
clergy call if you appear at church with some regularity or
communicate. Evangeline was house-proud and proud to
be among her own furniture. She would have liked more
people. She had Mrs Doober and Gawpy to tea two or
three times, and Mr Chaser brought round a stuffed owl he
had bought in a moment of abstraction in a Strand auction
room and decided was the very thing for the hall. Evange-
line's place of business sent them a wedding present of an
ormolu clock. But none of her former colleagues ever appeared.
There was some barrier there.
The weeks lengthened into months. Evangeline took to
dressing-gowns and tea-gowns, kept indoors by day and went
for walks round the squares after dark. They got to an
agreement that the child should be born in a nursing home.
Edward Albert was torn between the cost of the nursing
home and a vision of innumerable polluted napkins hung out
to dry conjured up by Evangeline and Millie. Towards, the
end Evangeline became more erratic and fanciful and difficult
to please. There was a streak of anger in her desire. And
then a day came when she said, *e No more of this," and kept
her word. She locked her door upon him. " It's her con-
dition/' he said. " Be all right when the kid's born."
But some flash of prophetic intuition whispered the incred-
ible suggestion that that door was locked on him for good
and all.
Long before that climax he was detesting his sexual
servitude almost as much as he had detested the mitigated
reliefs of his pre-marital days. He would have given money,
real money, to have been able to refuse her capricious sum-
mons, her formalised lapse into amorousness, but he never
could. But if for example he could say : " Thanks, but I
don't seem to fancy it. You see—I got something a bit
tetter."

